
 

 
 
 

 
TO:        James L. App, City Manager 
 
FROM:     Meg Williamson, Assistant City Manager 
 
SUBJECT:    Salinas River Parkway – State Water Board Grant Acceptance  
 
DATE:       November 7, 2006 
 
 
Needs: For the City Council to consider acceptance of a State Water Resources Board Grant 

that has been awarded for the potential acquisition and restoration of 260 acres along 
the Salinas River corridor.  

 
Facts:                        1.    On June 6, 2006, the City Council authorized the filing of a Grant Application with 

the State Water Resources Board.  
 

2. The overreaching goal of the Grant Project is to protect and improve the water 
quality of the Salinas River.  To accomplish this, the project consists of two main 
components: 

 
a. Acquisition:  Provided a purchase agreement can willingly be reached with the 

property owners of a 260-acre parcel directly abutting the Salinas River, the 
acquisition is intended to avoid future industrial development that could 
potentially contribute to pollutant runoff and erosion; and  

 
b. Restoration:  There are four urban storm water channels located on City owned 

property adjacent to Larry Moore Park where restoration would include 
removal of non-native plant species, stabilization of slopes, and re-vegetation 
with native plant species to slow and clean water runoff before it reaches the 
river.    

  
3. Partnering with The Trust for Public Land (TPL), the City submitted a Grant 

Application for $4 million to the State Board on June 9, 2006.  
 
4. On September 6, 2006, the State Water Resources Board awarded full funding of 

the $4 million grant request.  
 

5. To secure these funds, the City must indicate its willingness to accept the grant.   
 

6. Acceptance of the grant will commit the City to spending staff resources on the 
acquisition and restoration effort over the next 2 years.  Additionally, the grant 
requires an obligation of matching money for 25% of the total cost of the project.   

 
7. The potential transfer of this 260-acre parcel from private to public ownership 

would present community opportunities consistent with General Plan policies on 
recreation/conservation, the preliminary River Corridor Plan vision, Storm Water 
Management Plan and the City’s Integrated Water Resources Plan (under 
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development).  Those opportunities include conservation of important vistas and 
habitat, creation of recreation potential, and implementation of water quality 
improvement strategies. 

 
Analysis 
and 
Conclusion:                Participation in and acceptance of this grant is not intended to presume the outcome of 

discussions between TPL and the private property owner.  Those discussions will 
continue at their own pace, with hope that a mutually beneficial agreement may 
ultimately be reached.  

 
Acceptance of this grant will assure the availability of $4 million over the next 2 years 
and will provide the opportunity to make great strides in implementing General Plan 
and Water Management Goals.  The Grant project is structured with partners that are 
willing to assist in project implementation and the location of funding sources.   City 
Council support is also needed for the grant to be successful.   

 
Policy 
Reference: General Plan (Adopted 2003) 
 City Council Goals for Fiscal Years 2004-2007 (Adopted 2/18/03) 
 Council direction to proceed with preparation of River Corridor Plan (2005) 
 June 6, 2006 Council Authorization to file State Water Resources Grant application 
   
Fiscal Impact: The purchase price for the 260-acres must be confirmed through a formal appraisal and 

agreed upon through a purchase agreement, but is expected to exceed $6 million.   
 The State Water Board award of $4 million is a significant contribution towards that 

anticipated cost.  
  
 To receive the full $4 million grant allocation, the City’s match obligation would be 

$1,334,000.  The required “match” by the public agency (City) could be assembled 
through several resources other than general-fund dollars.  The TPL has 
requested/offered to work with the City to pursue matching funds through Federal 
programs such as the Transportation Enhancement (TE) program.  It would not be 
unreasonable to consider water enterprise funding to assist in the match – based on the 
project’s beneficial contribution to our drinking water supply and recharge potential. 
Additionally, the City’s match can also be offset through provision of “in-kind” staff 
time to implement the project.   

 
A concerted effort will be made to assemble the matching funds from non-general 
fund resources.  While the full range of funding opportunities, and consequently 
budget impacts, cannot yet be determined, the grant represents a significant and 
generous “return on the dollar” for a project that promotes multiple community and 
state wide goals.  Full budget reporting will be brought before the City Council in the 
coming months as resources are identified.        

 
 Options:               a)     For the City Council to adopt the attached resolution 06-XXX authorizing entering 

into an agreement with the Sate of California and designating a representative to 
sign the Grant Agreement, and any amendment thereto, for the Salinas River 
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Parkway Project which provides State funding to acquire land and implement 
associated restoration enhancements aimed at water quality improvements along the 
Salinas River corridor.  

 
                                 b)    Amend, modify, or reject the forgoing options. 
 
 
Attachments:  
 

1. Resolution 06-XXX authorizing entering into the grant agreement with State Water Board 
2. Salinas River Parkway Project Grant Application excerpts – describing project scope & area 
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Bio-Remediation Areas  ______________ 
Project Area                    ______________ 

 

#4 

#3 

#4 

#3 

#2 

#1 

Albertsons Shopping 
Center 

Walmart Shopping 
Center 

Larry Moore Park
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City of Paso Robles 
Relationship of Project Area to Salinas River 

Corridor Planning Boundary 

Project Area                             ___________________ 
 
Corridor Planning Boundary   
 
Bio-Remediation Areas              
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RESOLUTION NO. 06-XXX 
 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PASO ROBLES 
AUTHORIZING ENTERING INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

AND DESIGNATING A REPSENTATIVE TO SIGN THE GRANT AGREEMENT,  
AND ANY AMENDMENTS THERETO, 

 FOR THE SALINAS RIVER PARKWAY PROJECT 
 
WHEREAS, on June 6, 2006 the City Council adopted Resolution 06-088, to authorize the filing of a 
Grant Application with the State Water Resources Control Board for funding to acquire land and 
implement associated restoration enhancements aimed at water quality improvements along the Salinas 
River Corridor, and  
 
WHEREAS, on June 9, 2006 the City filed an application with the State of California; and  
 
WHEREAS, on September 6, 2006 the State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) 
adopted their 2005-6 Consolidated Grants Program that awarded funding to the Salinas River Parkway 
Project Grant; and 
 
WHEREAS, the potential transfer of private lands to public ownership along the Salinas River Corridor 
and restoration of adjacent lands to the river, will present community opportunities consistent with 
General Plan policies on recreation/conservation, the preliminary River Corridor Plan Vision, Storm 
Water Management Plan and the City’s Integrated Water Resources Plan (under way).   

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of El Paso de 
Robles, to authorize the City of El Paso de Robles to enter into a Grant Agreement with the Sate of 
California; and 
 
THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, to authorize the City Manager or Assistant City 
Manager to sign the Grant Agreement, and any amendments thereto.   
 
ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles at a regular meeting of said Council 
held on the 7h day of November 2006 by the following vote: 
 
 
AYES:  
NOES:  
ABSTAIN:  
ABSENT:  
      ____________________________________ 
      Frank R. Mecham, Mayor    
ATTEST: 
 
____________________________________ 
Deborah Robinson, Deputy City Clerk 
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